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SUGGESTIONS ON SUPERVISING CHILDREN’S INTERNET USE 
(excerpted from the NVPL Internet Use Policy,  

approved by the library board on 7/19/06) 

The public library, unlike schools, does not serve in loco parentis (in place of a 
parent). Librarians cannot act in the place of parents in providing constant care 
and supervision of children as they explore the Internet or other library resources. 
The responsibility for what minors read or view rests with parents or guardians.  

The following are recommended guidelines for parents and guardians to ensure 
that children have positive online experiences, whether at home or in the library.  

• Use the Internet as a family. Join your children in Internet exploration.  
• Explore the wide range of available information and tell your children 

about sites you consider inappropriate for them.  
• Encourage children to use sites you recommend and counsel them to 

avoid sites you consider unsuitable.  
• Provide guidelines for your children on the amount of time they spend 

online, just as for television viewing.  
• Instruct children NEVER to give out personal information (name, address, 

password, telephone number, credit card number) online.  
• Teach children to be good online consumers. As with print information, 

consider the source, date, and accuracy of online information.  

As it does with other library resources, the Library will provide training on 
electronic resources. It will also make information available to help parents and 
guardians in their efforts to exercise their rights and responsibilities regarding 
their own children's use of electronic resources.  

 
 
 


