
                                                                               
 

Interpreting Your Lab Results 
 
Every day our bodies come in contact with molds, some of which can be considered toxic and 
some of which can cause allergic reactions. These lab results are not an indication of how or if a 
mold will affect you or other occupants of these structures. Data is limited to the area where 
samples were collected and to the time and day of the sample collection.  ERA Test, LLC is 
sometimes only able to determine the presence of mold, and not always the source of those 
mold spores.  Further investigation may be required to determine the source of the spores. 
 
Reactions to molds varies from individual to individual, however, there is general consensus in 
the scientific community that those who have compromised immune systems, infants and young 
children and the elderly more commonly experience reactions from exposure to mold spores.  
 
These lab results show if there are spore levels significantly elevated beyond our natural 
environment.            

Project:   Stevensville Library, cellar. 208 Main Street, Stevensville, Montana 

I was contacted by the library director, Denise Ard.  The library is currently undergoing a 
remodeling and expansion project. Reportedly, during the project some probable mold was 
discovered in the cellar of the library.  This cellar will be exposed during the rebuilding and 
strengthening of the library floor.  I was asked to do an inspection of the cellar and to take 
samples to determine the extent of the mold infestation and make some recommendation for 
mold remediation if needed.  

NOTE: This mold inspection was limited to the cellar of the library today only.  

Date of Mold Investigation:  September 29, 2015 

Visual Inspection: 

Currently, there is a plastic barrier blocking the public area of the library from the construction 
zone. Inside the plastic barrier there is an access hatch to the library cellar. There is a crude 
ladder/steps into the cellar. There is a strong musty odor in the cellar. There is a wooden floor 
over the soils in some areas and a lot of exposed soils are present as well. The west portion of 
the crawlspace is inaccessible due to the shallow nature of this area. It appears that there may 
be mold growth on these floor joists in areas as well. See photo below:  



 

There is a lot of visible mold growth on the floor joists and plank sheeting.  

 

 

 



 

The crawlspace is dry today but there is evidence of past water intrusion. There is very old 
plumbing present with visible signs of old leaks with a possibility for sewage contamination. 

  

There is a small “room” in the cellar which may have been used for a meat locker or something 
similar in the past.  

 

This room has its own floor, walls ceiling and doorway.    



There is old wood scattered on the floor of the cellar. There are signs that the foundation has 
been wet in the past. 

 

All structures are dry today with moisture content ranging from 8-10%. There is no apparent 
ventilation in the cellar and no outside vents were visible. Lighting is limited at best and 
inspection was done with the aid of a drop light and flashlight.  

I took an air spore trap sample in the cellar and an outside air spore trap sample to use for 
baseline comparison. I did note that the gutter downspout in the alley empties adjacent toeh 
library foundation. This, in times of heavy precipitation or show melt could contribute to moisture 
in the cellar.  See photo below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Air Spore Trap Samples Taken: 

SLA – 1:  Cellar- Time: 10:52, 65F, 38% RH (3 minutes at 15 liters per minute) 

 

SLA – 2:  Outside- Time:  11:38, 68F, 21% RH (3 minutes at 15 liters per minute) samples 
was taken in alley behind library, Conditions were sunny with no breeze. 

 

 

Lab Results and Conclusions 

Detailed Environmental Microbiology/Aerotech lab results were provided by EMLab P&K and 
are attached for your review.   
 
The lab results indicate very elevated levels of active mold spores are present in the cellar at 
this time. There were extremely high numbers of Penicillium/Aspergillus type spores present ( 
19,000 spore/m3) .  There were also high levels of Chaetomium and Stachybotrys spores 
present. Due to the high background debris associated with an unfinished space the actual mold 
spore counts could be even higher than reported.  
 
Detailed information from EMLab P&K on specific mold types can be found at 
https://www.emlab.com/app/fungi/Fungi.po.  
 

https://www.emlab.com/app/fungi/Fungi.po


Based on the visual inspection and lab results I believe that there is very active mold growth in 
the cellar at this time. I believe that there may also be concern for Endotoxin exposure due to 
probable sewage leaks in the past.  
  
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Based on the extent of the mold, the types and amounts of mold spores present and the difficult 
work environment.  I highly recommend using a professional mold remediation company be 
hired do the mold remediation in the cellar.  
 
I also recommend that any person spending time in the cellar wear proper personal protective 
equipment and be trained in its’ proper use.  
 
Containment and negative air will need to be set up during remediation to insure that public 
areas of the library are not exposed to mold spores during the remediation.  
 
 
The key to controlling and keeping a mold infestation from occurring or expanding in a structure 
is moisture management. Water intrusion, leaky pipes, or any event that can leave building 
materials damp for a period of time should be remedied as soon as possible. 

If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact The 
Air Experts at ERA Test, LLC! 

 

Best regards, 

 

Lisa Philipps 
The Air Experts – ERA Test, LLC 

 

Inspection and lab analysis is limited to the visual inspection and sampling on this date and does not guarantee the 
presence or lack of presence of mold infestations in the past or future. All sampling and lab analysis was performed 

to American Council for Accredited Certification (ACAC) standards. 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 


